
 

 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

        SEPTEMBER MEETING 
 

Minutes of October 25, 2022 
 

The 411th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 
October 25, 2022, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 
MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Chair  
Charles Epstein 
Trustee George 
Ted Hebert 
Yolanda Johnson 
Nayroby Rosa  
Ivonne Vidal 
Eleanor Williams 

  
MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Evan Plotkin 
Vanessa Smith 
 

ALSO PRESENT Brooke Adams, Teresa Beaudry, Pesha Black, Amy Brandt, Beth Breton, Maria 
Brunelle, Julissa Colon, Karen Desjeans, Veena Dhankher, Mayra Diaz, Kermit 
Dunkelberg, Gerardo Gauthier-Zayas, Christine Gosseline Miller, Kim Hicks, 
Unyiere Idem, Jane Johnson Vottero, Olivia Kynard, Lauren LeClair, Jane Lerner, 
Matt Noyes, Lea Occhialini, Kris Ricker Choleva, Evelyn Rivera-Riffenburg, 
Michelle Robak, Monica Rocha Antonin, Nayroby Rosa, Donna Rowe, Mir 
Hashmatullah Saify, Narayan Sampath, Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda Sbriscia, 
Laura Schlegel, Idelia Smith, Kim Straceski, Renee Tastad, Sharale Mathis and 
Chris Yurko 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:03 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Rosa    Yes 
Trustee Vidal  Entered 8:06 a.m. 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert Yes 

 
CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda but there were none. 

 
• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of September 

27, 2022.  
• Report of Personnel Action dated October 25, 2022 

o To approve personnel actions for the Non-Unit Professional and 
MCCC Unit Professional Staff and Faculty. 

• Committee Reports  
o Advocacy  
o By-Laws and Government 
o Audit and Finance Committee 
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o Equity  
o Nominating  
o President Evaluation Committee 
o Strategic Planning  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Epstein to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein  Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Rosa    Yes 
Trustee Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert Yes 
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BYLAWS AND 
GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE  
 

Trustee Vidal shared highlights of the Bylaws and Governance Committee on the 
efforts of the Committee over the next year:  

• They are envisioning a yearly list of activities for trustee’s participation 
and contribution in college activities.  Page 4 of the Agenda has many 
opportunities for Trustees to participate 

• Now that the Bylaws work is completed, the Committee will work on a 
Trustee Handbook. 

• The Committee hopes there is time at the January Board Retreat to 
further discuss the work of this Committee 

 
REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 
 

Chair Gilbert shared highlight since the last meeting. 
• The College is planning another half-day trustee retreat in January 

2023. 
• Working with the Pauly Group to select the Presidential Search 

Committee from those who have volunteered to participate. 
• At the Board Retreat on September 30, 2022, Attorney Gina Yarbrough 

from the General Council participated and discussed the roles and 
responsibilities of the Trustees with regard to governance and judiciary 
responsibilities. 
 

PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 
 

Dr. Mathis introduced the following staff to present the presentation on 
Academic Partnership: 

Dona Rowe  
Kim Hicks  
Uidem  
Monica Rocha Antonin 
Pesha Black  
Amy Brandt  
Teresa Beaudry  

 
Fall 2022 Academic Partnerships in Academic & Student Affairs Presentation: 
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Link:  
https://www.hcc.edu/about/news-events-and-media/news-blog/october-2022-news-blog 
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Links: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PC6xdiBcZDLGUFtOz1IdGBAdFv6xpeePH_YOgUzjJE/edit
#heading=h.gjdgxs 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PC6xdiBcZDLGUFtOz1IdGB-
AdFv6xpeePH_YOgUzjJE/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Epstein and seconded by Trustee Ted Hebert it was 
VOTED to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee Epstein Yes 
Trustee George Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Rosa    Yes 
Trustee Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert Yes 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:32 a.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
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